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For further information on Centenary’s 
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Head of the Molecular Cardiology Program
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www.heartregistry.org.au 
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Centenary Institute collects, uses and discloses personal information in order to 
perform its functions and activities, and provide you with information and services 
in accordance with our charitable objectives. Unless you choose to opt out, we may 
contact you with communications about our campaigns, and to provide you with 
services or promotional material or other sponsor offers. From time to time we may 
also share your information with other registered charities that have similar objectives 
to ours. If you do not wish for your information to be shared with other registered 
charities, please tick this box n. 
 
We may also share your information on a confidential basis to contractors located in 
and out of Australia who provide services to us. The Centenary Institute will not use 
or disclose your personal information for a purpose other than which it was collected 
unless you have given your prior consent for its use or disclosure, or it is authorised 
under Australian law. Centenary Institute respects and upholds your privacy under 
the Australian Privacy Principals. Our privacy policy, which contains information 
about how to access and correct personal information held by us, or how to make a 
complaint about the handling of personal information, can be found on our website 
at www.centenary.org.au/privacy-policy. If you would like to opt out of future 
communications please tick this box n or contact our privacy officer on 1800 677 977 
or email donations@centenary.org.au
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Understanding 
the genetic 
basis of 
inherited  
heart disease
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Research at Centenary’s 
Agnes Ginges Centre for
Molecular Cardiology 
increases our understanding 
of genetic heart diseases, 
to inform new treatment 
strategies and  
prevent sudden death. 
You can help our research by 
making a gift today.

Our research focuses on understanding the 
molecular and genetic basis of heart disease.
Specifically, how do changes in genes lead to 
heart disorders and how do factors such as 
diet and exercise influence the severity of the 
disease? Our expertise spans many inherited 
heart diseases including cardiomyopathies, 
valve disease and rhythm disorders of the 
heart such as long QT syndrome.

We are working out why some young people 
die suddenly, and what are the key risk factors.

Sudden death and  
genetic heart diseases 

A particular priority is understanding  
the genetic basis for sudden cardiac  
death in the young.

Identifying the genetic causes of sudden 
death will allow earlier diagnosis in family 
members, and enable life-saving prevention 
strategies to be initiated. 

 
Hypertrophic cardiomyopathy

Hypertrophic cardiomyopathy (abnormal 
thickening of the heart muscle) is the most 
common genetic heart disorder affecting at 
least 1 in 200 people. The disease is inherited 
as an autosomal dominant condition, 
meaning that children of an affected person 
have a 50% chance of inheriting the disease. 

Our goals are to understand and identify 
which genes cause inherited heart disease, 
develop the best approach to treatment and 
prevent it from affecting future generations.

Genes and 
heart disease

Professor 
Chris Semsarian

Pictured: 
Assoc Prof 

Jodie Ingles,  
Prof Chis Semsarian 

and Dr Richard Bagnall.

“Every dollar 
brings us one 
step closer 
to ultimately 
finding a cure. 
Please donate 
today!”
Professor Chris Semsarian AM
Director Molecular Cardiology Program,  
Centenary Institute, Cardiologist, RPA Hospital, 
Professor of Medicine, University of Sydney
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